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In the fortress of Ham in which he was imprisoned,
the Imperial pretender settled down to work. He wrote
on the abolition of poverty, the Nicaraguan canal,
electricity, sugar-beet and artillery. Six years in prison
gave him ample leisure to think out his schemes, and
they were numerous. In 1846, learning that his father
was dying, he planned his escape. He managed it,
simply enough. He got away from the fortress of Ham
in a blouse lent him by a working mason called Badin-
guet and this was how the nephew of the great Emperor
came to be known for the rest of his days as 'Badinguet'.
Matters took a turn that facilitated his rise to power.
In 1848 the monarchy came to an end and France was
once more a Republic. Louis Napoleon stood as a candi-
date for the presidency and was elected, five and a half
million votes out of a total of seven million being re-
corded in his favour.
His task was now to restore the Empire. It took him
three whole years to make up his mind to attempt it,
On the whole, he was pretty satisfied with his rise to
power. It had been rapid enough. Moreover, he had
sworn to uphold the Constitution, and felt some qualms
about going back on his word. However, the Assembly
mistrusted him, refusing either to augment his civil list
or to amend the law so as to permit of his re-election.
It was this that put it into his head to try and coerce the
deputies, most of whom, be it observed, were monarchists,
but, as they were divided into two camps. Legitimists
and Orleanist, they had been unable to come to an
agreement.
The coup d'etat of the sad December, 1851, is a
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